
Dear FCA Teammate,
What a year this has been! It’s been a tremendous privilege to share the hope of Jesus with coaches and 

athletes amid these challenging times. God has opened incredible doors for ministry and has grown our staff 
team – not once, but twice! We praise God for you and are humbled by your involvement with the Illini Land FCA 
ministry and the impact God is making in the lives of coaches and athletes in our community. While sensitive to 
the challenges faced by so many, we know many of you contribute to the ministry of FCA around the end of the 

year. If you’re able, please help us reach our $40,000 year-end goal.  

Two new staff – in the middle of a pandemic. God is so good! 

Dan George (pictured left) joined our team part-time in June. A recent 
transplant from Chicago, he’s spent the last 30+ years in leadership at 
global firms, 20+ years in church leadership and recently launched his own 
professional coaching business. Dan serves as an FCA Field Ambassador 
for five University of Illinois teams, and he’s already begun building 
relationships with several coaches!

Calvin Bertrand (pictured right) joined our team in September after 
serving FCA in Atlanta, GA and part-time in Charleston, IL. He’s a Baseball 
Area Representative working specifically with baseball coaches and athletes. 
Calvin played baseball at Lakeland College and graduated from the University 
of Illinois. Coolest part...he came to Christ at FCA Day Camp where he 
remembers Sara Hurst “Jumping in the House!” Calvin has already been 
building relationships with the Central High School baseball program, and 
it was exciting to see a new chapel for the Urbana Middle School baseball 
team. Please pray for favor as he begins to build relationships and establish 
ministry with the 200 baseball coaches in our area.

We’re humbled and excited to see what Jesus has in store for this team!

We kicked off 2020 with our first ever Coaches Wives Retreat – 
hosting 26 wives from four different states. It was an incredible 
weekend with large group teachings and breakout sessions 
focused on equipping wives to pursue their callings based on 
our theme verse: 

“Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Father.” 
COLOSSIANS 3:17

Throughout July and August, local women coaches (pictured 
above) gathered for an outdoor Bible study of Philippians and 
an introduction to the concept of 3D Coaching, which focuses 
on intentionally coaching the minds and hearts of athletes. We 
were so encouraged to see these women eager to grow in their 
faith and coach in a transformational way as they lead 300+ 
student-athletes in our area each year!

WELCOME DAN & CALVIN
COACHES WIVES &  
WOMEN COACHES

MERRY



With all the uncertainty surrounding sports seasons, coach’s ministry has never been stronger 
with new huddles forming and existing huddles growing in number as God works and coaches 
invite other coaches. 

Mahomet and Unity coaches huddles and a new boys basketball 
coaches huddle at Rantoul Township High School are utilizing the 
3-Dimensional Coaching curriculum to grow in effectively coaching 
the mind and heart as well as physical skills. 

What a testimony of God’s faithfulness to 
see ministry opportunities increase during a 
pandemic! New team-specific ministry has started 
within football, women’s cross country/track, and 
women’s swim/dive. We have continued to meet 
weekly with the multi-sport huddle and have also 
been encouraged by a stronger connection with 
Parkland’s campus as athletes from 3 different 
teams have started coming! 

COACHES HUDDLES 
COLLEGE 
MINISTRY

OUR NEED
100% of our funding comes from people like you — businesses, churches and 
individuals! We need to raise $40,000 of one-time gifts by January 1st to continue 
engaging, equipping and empowering the influencers in our culture…coaches!

Can you give an end of the year donation to help us continue resourcing coaches 
and athletes and expand ministry opportunities? Every gift matters!   

Simply return this envelope or donate online at: 

ILLINILANDFCA.ORG/YEAREND

Grateful for you,  
Robbie & Liz Gwinn, Sara Hurst, Shannon Caughey, Delandis Beck, Dan George & Calvin Bertrand  
Illini Land FCA Staff

P.S. Thank you for your partnership to help 
us reach our $40,000 end of the year goal!

Fisher coaches are working through the Gospel 
of Matthew and having great conversations about 
living and coaching for Christ.

Tuscola coaches are 
discussing The Core, a 
study that focuses on 

eight essentials needed 
to strengthen our faith in 

the Lord. 

It’s been a blessing to continue to engage 
multiple coaches in one-on-one discipleship, 
which has been particularly active in our 
Champaign and Urbana schools that haven’t 
returned to in-person learning. 

In October, we launched a 4-week huddle for head 
coaches of high school football teams since their season 
was postponed until February. The interactions have 
been so energetic and rich that the coaches asked us to 
extend the huddle another four weeks!

 Early summer 
prayer walk at 
Urbana High 
School & Middle 
School

 Thankful for Emily 
Laudenslager from 
First Baptist of Savoy 
and her willingness 
to serve the Franklin 
cross country team as 
a chaplain!


